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approximate to it in some measure. If we place before a child
the finest models when teaching it to write the letters of the alpha-
bet, it will copy them to the best of its ability. Similarly, we can
place before us the ideal of unbroken brahmacharya, and then make
every effort to approximate to it. What if we happen to be mar-
ried? The natural law is that men and women should depart
from brahmacharya only when they desire progeny. If a couple do
so after full deliberation, once in a few years, they will not wholly
forget themselves and will remain well stored with vitality.
Rarely do we come across couples who indulge in sexual inter-
course only for the purpose of procreation. The rest in their thou-
sands seek the pleasures of lust, yearn for them and indulge
in them. The consequence is that, against their wish, children
are born to them. In enjoying these pleasures, we become so
utterly blind that we have no consideration for our partner. In this
matter men are more guilty than women. In his stupidity man
gives no thought to the woman's weakness; he does not stop to
consider whether she is strong enough for the burden of bearing
children and bringing them up. People of the West have broken
all bounds in this matter. They adopt various techniques so that
they may have their pleasure without being burdened with chil-
dren. Books have been written on these techniques and there are
professionals who explain how to indulge in the pleasures of
lust and yet have no children! So far at least we have been free
from this sin; but we do not think for a moment before imposing
burdens on our women and we do not care if our children are
weak, lacking in vitality, timid and dull of intellect. Whenever a
child is born, we offer thanks to God. This is only a way of cover-
ing up our pitiable condition. Why should we not regard it a sign of
divine anger that we have weak, crippled, lustful and worthless children
born to us? What reason for satisfaction can there be over a child of twelve
having issue? Why should this be an occasion for merry-making? Why
should we not regard it as a manifestation of divine wrath that a girl of
twelve should become a mother? We know that, if a tree bears fruit
too soon after it has been planted, the latter is immature and
we take good care to see that fruit does not appear too early on
a tree. When, on the contrary, we have a celebration on the birth
of a child to a child-wife by a child-husband, surely we behave
with incredible blindness. Of what good is it to India or the world
to be swarmed over with worthless creatures, as with ants? Ani-
mals are better off than we are inasmuch as the male and the
female are brought together only when we intend them to have
progeny* Subsequent to the union, the period of pregnancy and